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FOREWORD

In the last five decades the Archdiocese of Malta has assigned to DISCERN - Institute for Research on
the Signs of the Times — the task of taking a census of Mass attendance at Sunday Mass. In fact, so far
five such Censuses have been held, specifically in 1967,1982,1995, 2005 and last in 2017.

Census are very important to any State because it needs to quantify those whom it is to serve in
various of life, especially the amount of food, the number of jobs through which its citizens earn their
living, the houses necessary to accommodate them, the number of schools and Universities need at
a point in time, the amount of social services it needs to provide and so. The Founding Fathers of the
United States foresaw that the census was so important for the good governance of their country that
they included the State’s duty to take a census as part of the Constitution.

Today, some people question the importance of the census on two grounds, one is the financial outlay
involved and secondly, others argue that what is achieved by a census can be achieved quicker and
cheaper by means of a survey of a representative sample of the whole population. Others complain
that a census involves an invasion of privacy.

These objections, although they have elements of truth in them, tend to ignore the fact that while a
survey can give one a good overview of a population, it is of little help when on want to act on the
smaller geographic units within a nation.

In line with the standing practice started by Archbishop Michael Gonzi on the insight of Fr Benjamin
Tonna, Archbishop Charles J. Scicluna saw that a census of a Sunday Mass Attendance would serve as
a good tool for not only to take stock of an important part of the Church’s Ministry — the celebration
of the Eucharist — but also a good basis for pastoral planning. The ageing population of the clergy
and the decrease of priestly vocations would have been enough reason to make good assessment in
planning the way ahead in serving the People of God in this important area of the Church’s ministry.

Hence, Archbishop Scicluna entrusted DISCERN - Institute for Research on the Signs of the Times
—to conduct a Sunday Mass attendance census on Sunday, 3rd December 2017.

Any census involves not only work and the commitment of a large number of people. DISCERN owes
them a great debt and gratitude. A special word of thanks go to H.G. Archbishop Charles J. Scicluna
and H.L. Joseph Galea Curmi without whose trust and support this census would not have got off the
ground. The support, both moral and technical of the Board of Directors, namely Mr Reno Camilleri,
Mr John Caruana, Dr Maureen Cole, Mr Michael Pace Ross, Professor Charles Savona-Ventura and
Dr Sue Vella, and the Census Task Force consisting of Mr Reno Camilleri, Mr Michael Pace Ross and
myself.
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The deepest word of thanks is owed to the Staff and Volunteers of DISCERN; the researchers Ms
Antonella Ellul and Ms Delia Mifsud Inguanez; the Office Staff Ms Priscilla Ciantar and Ms Graziella
Grima; and DISCERN's volunteers: the Librarian Ms Ruth D’Amato and the other collaborators Ms
Maryrose Camilleri and Ms Astrid Miller. These were the backbone of this research to whom | am
infinitely grateful. The same can be said of the IT manager of the Curia, Mr Oliver Caruana, for his very
specialized contribution to anything related to computerisation and his extremely supportive attitude.

Word of thanks goes also to Frs Vincent Borg, Gino Gauci and John Sammut for translating the Census
questionnaire into French, Italian and German respectively.

At the parish level, without the work done by all the Parish Priests and the Superior of Religious houses
together with the Parish Supervisors, the collection of data would have been impossible. A great thank
you to all of them.

The smooth and generous collaboration of the National Office of Statistics is priceless. A special thanks
goes to Acting Director General, Mr Etienne Caruana and the Head of Population and Migration
Statistics Unit, Ms Dorothy Gauci.

Finally, thanks also goes to Mr Reuben Buontempo (Copyserve Ltd,) Mr Mario Caruana and his staff
(Outlook Coop) and Mr Edward Farrugia (Progress Press Ltd).

As many will notice the Sunday Mass Attendance Census was a huge. However, with God's help it was
a success.

Rev Joe Inguanez
Chairman
DISCERN - Institute for Research on the Signs of the Times.

6 SUNDAY MASS ATTENDANCE CENSUS 2017



INTRODUCTION

In the closing address of the Synod of Bishops on “Young People, The Faith and Vocational
Discernment”’, Pope Francis expressed his concern about two points. First, he re-emphasised that the
Synod is “a protected space for the Holy Spirit” and not a Parliament. Then he expressed his second
concern that “the purpose of the Synod is not a document... We are laden with documents. | do not
know if this document will be effective outside, | do not know. But | know for certain that it must have
an effect on us; it must work in us”.

It is needless to say that this Census is not comparable in importance to the Final Document of the
Synod on Young People! Amongst other things, it contains neither doctrine nor pastoral strategies.
However, it indicates numerically the importance which Catholics in Malta are giving to the Eucharistic
Sacrifice described by Vatican Il as the “the fount and apex of the whole Christian life"2.

Some might look at the Census as irrelevant. Against this scepticism, it is worth remembering the
Lord's food for thought: “What will a king do if he has only ten thousand men to defend himself against
a king who is about to attack him with twenty thousand men? Before he goes out to battle, won't he
first sit down and decide if he can win?"”? However, this scepticism can serve a good purpose. It ought
to prod the Church to act immediately, because unless immediate pastoral action is planned and acted
upon, this scepticism will become cynicism and this report will become, like the Pope’s quotation
above, another document with which we are laden.

This necessitates a conversion on our part, that is, a change in the way we live and the customs we
follow and promote. Julia Upton RSM* rightly wrote that “ritual renewal has been part of the process,
as has architectural design, but at the root has been the challenge of conversion”®.

Pope Francis gave us an antidote to this. This antidote he finds in the Ignatian Rule “Sentire cum
Ecclesia” — to feel and think with the Church — which he presents in a nutshell. “I think of our Mother,
the Holy Mother Church. [In the document], the last three items on holiness show what the Church is:
our Mother is Holy, but we children are sinners. We are all sinners. Let us not forget that expression
of the Fathers, the ‘casta meretrix’, the Holy Church, the Holy Mother with her sinful children. And
because of our sins, the Great Accuser always exploits them, as the first chapter of Job says: he goes to
and fro upon the Earth, looking for one to trap. This is why | have asked everyone... to say the Rosary,
to pray to Saint Michael the Archangel, to pray to Our Lady to always shield Mother Church. Let us
continue to do so”®.

In these last five decades, attendance at Sunday Mass has been regularly falling. It is a pastorally
defeatist attitude to rationalise that this is a universal phenomenon. Nor is it healthy to give a partial

15th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on “Young People, The Faith and Vocational Discernment” 2018.
Lumen Gentium par. 11.
Luke 14 : 31
Dr Julian Upton RSM, an Associate Professor at St. John’s University, New York, is a member of the liturgical commission of the Diocese of Brooklyn and has

& woN -

served as an advisor to the USCCB's Committee on the Liturgy and consultant to the International Commission on English in the Liturgy.
® Upton, J. 1990, A Church for the Next Generation. The Sacraments in Transition, Minnesota, The Liturgical Press, p.60.
¢ Pope Francis’ closing speech at 15th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on “Young People, The Faith and Vocational Discernment” 2018.

SUNDAY MASS ATTENDANCE CENSUS 2017 7



explanation of this phenomenon by blaming only “the world” —the facile attribution of this phenomenon
to the process of secularisation, a process about which several sociologists have become sceptical. It
is hardly ever correct to give a mono-causal explanation of a social or religious phenomenon. It is a
must to do what Jesus taught in the parable referred to above. It is time to examine our conscience
and convert. It is a fact that at times our celebration of Mass swings between two unhappy extremes:
at times it is full of pomp and spectacle, at others it is an outright inappropriate ritualisation of a
religious experience. It is unfortunate that there are those who have distanced themselves from the
word and spirit of Vatican Il, which makes it clear that “Ceremonies however beautiful, or associations
however flourishing, will be of little value [orig.Latin: parum proderunt] if they are not directed toward
the education of men to Christian maturity”’. The footnote to this sentence, in the official text, is most
relevant to the local pastoral situation: “Of what usefulness does shining precious stone on the wall
have, when Christ is at on the verge of hunger in the poor people?”®

The Eucharist is the sacrament of unity and community. These two characteristics of the People of God
cannot be built unless these are verified in a concrete way in daily life. In the Decree Presbyterorum
Ordinis, the priests are asked to “examine all their works and undertakings’ to discern the will of God
- namely, to see how their endeavours compare with the goals of the Gospel mission of the Church.
Fidelity to Christ cannot be separated from faithfulness to his Church. Pastoral charity requires that
priests avoid operating in a vacuum and that they work in a strong bond of union with their bishops
and brother priests. If this be their programme, priests will find the coordination and unity of their own
life in the oneness of the Church’s mission”°.

Ours is a Church which for centuries was immobile. The Clergy very often came from the élite class or
associated with this class or held with it a patron-client relationship. This has brought about a clerical
class and consequent clericalism among the mostly illiterate population. This clericalism became a
cause of immobility which did not distinguish ecclesiastical customs from Church Tradition, the latter
being - together with the Scriptures - a source of revelation. This clericalism, though to a much lesser,
extent still exists in Malta. There are members of the clergy who want to stick, or return, to this comfort
zone, hence resistance to change and the re-inventing of tradition in the same way Tourism Ministries
around the world do to promote their market. If we want the people to understand the Church,
clericalism has to be efficiently resisted. In as much as the clerical garb does not make one a priest or
a monk, in the same way liturgical vestments do not make the liturgy religious.

There are those who argue that for people to return to the Church, the Church must accept and adapt
itself to their customs. The great theologian Henri de Lubac reflected on this pastoral attitude: “The
pursuit of adaptation brings along, like its shadow, the pursuit of success. But what will the norm of
success be? Will it be obtained when everybody will have been pleased, when everybody will have
understood, and when no astonishment or scandal will have been provoked? Such a success greatly
risks being merely the mask of ineffectiveness. Nothing strong, nothing new, nothing urgent penetrates
man’s mind without crossing resistance. Or would you think that Christian preaching should no longer
be “scandal” and “folly” in the eyes of the world?”"" Any further comment to the thought of such a
theological giant is superfluous.

In the same vein, De Lubac writes about the popularisation of the Church: “The very success of an
extreme popularisation is sometimes, in religious matters, a disaster. Mr X, for example, a brilliant

7 Presbyterorum Ordinis, par. 6.

8 St. Jerome, Letter., 58, 7: PL 22, 584). It is curious how in the original text, this footnote quotes the text which in the English translation is left out.

? Presbyterorum Ordinis, par. 14. In some English translations the expression “incepta sua” has been loosely translated by the word “projects”, which in Malta
is sometimes misinterpreted to mean the “progetti” we hear about in parish notices, in order to justify the material works (opri) which are “embellish” in our
temples.

0 |bid.

" Henri De Lubac, 1987, Paradoxes of Faith, San Francisco, Ignatius Press, p.76.
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professor, attracts a large audience to his classes and thus sheds, as everyone sees and acclaims,
Christian influence. But on each occasion a few young men and girls, less docile, more demanding, not
daring perhaps to stand opposed to the enthusiastic atmosphere, clench their fists in silence. These
will be the masters of tomorrow...”"

Balasuriya was right in stating that “Renewing our covenant as expressed in the Eucharist today,
therefore, requires also a new approach to ecclesial life: deep personal and interpersonal reflection, new
theological accents, socio-political analysis and options, action and evaluation, forming of alliances,
risk-bearing, new life styles, new modes of being Christian community, and a spirituality of the person
and of the human community” '3

It is this spirit and same frame of mind that Vatican Il has addressed the need for renewal of the liturgy,
so that leavers or absentees will return to Sunday Mass: “No Christian community... is built up unless it
has its basis and centre in the celebration of the most Holy Eucharist; from this, therefore, all education
to the spirit of community must take its origin. This celebration, if it is to be genuine and complete,
should lead to various works of charity and mutual help, as well as to missionary activity and to different
forms of Christian witness”'.

May Jesus, our only Hope, help the Maltese Church read the signs of the times and act quickly
according to His Holy will.

ReV. Joe Inguaﬂez LicScSoc (Greg), PhD (Lond)
Chairman and Executive Director,
DISCERN - Institute for Research on the Signs of the Times

2 |bid. p.77.
'3 Balasuriya, Tissa, 1977, The Eucharist and Human Liberation, Oregon, Orbis Books, p.118)
4 Presbyterorum Ordinis, par 6
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METHODOLOGY

It is normal function of a Census to provide a comprehensive and reliable picture of a given population
and its characteristics at a point in time normally referred to as “Census Day “. In contrast to other
surveys, in which information is normally collected from a representative sample to arrive at a general
conclusion about the population, a Census is based on the whole population itself.

Thus it is a unique tool that it gives one the best possibility of examining smaller populations or
geographical areas, for example parishes.

The Sunday Mass Attendance Census of 2017 involves an attempt to count attendees at all Masses
across mainland Malta on Census day." It includes attendance at all Masses celebrated in all parishes,
convents, chaplaincies, hospitals and elderly homes, schools, private residences and so on. This
Census covers only Mass attendance in the Archdiocese of Malta and excludes the Diocese of Gozo.
It was conducted on the afternoon and evening of Saturday 2nd and Sunday 3rd December 2017. The
questionnaire utilised in the Census sought information on: whether the attendee had filled another
form during any other Mass in the last two days; sex; age; civil status; place of birth; parish of residence;
parish of residence in the 5 year prior to Census day; level of education; occupation; whether the
attendee attended Mass on the previous Sunday; and whether the attendee intended to receive Holy
Communion during Mass.

Catholic Population in Malta Obliged to Attend Mass

This Sunday Mass Attendance Census has two major differences from all previous censuses held in
Malta. First, it was not held concomitantly with the National Statistics Office (NSO) Malta Census;
secondly, in contrast with all other previous censuses, which worked on the assumption that the number of
non-Catholics in Malta was minimal, this Census calculated the rate of Mass attendance on the basis of an
estimate of the Catholic population in Malta and not the total population of Malta. Hence, strictly speaking,
when one compares the figures and percentages of this Census with those of the previous ones, one is not
comparing like with like. However, this should not imply that all comparison should be ruled out. Besides,
like some of the previous censuses, this Census does not include the Diocese of Gozo.

Hence, in the workings of this Census, the population in Malta was weighted on the basis of a number
of characteristics and estimates in order to arrive to a more accurate estimate of the total Catholic
population in Malta which according to Church law was obliged to attend Mass on Sunday.

In order to calculate the attendance rate at Mass on Sunday both on an Archdiocese level and parish
level, one had to make a studied estimate of the Catholic population aged 7 years and over present
on mainland Malta on Census day. This estimate was arrived at by first taking the Maltese population
of mainland Malta from data published by the NSO data.?

The second step was to calculate an estimate of foreign Catholics resident in Malta. For this purpose,
use was made of published NSO figures of the total foreign population in Malta. * The addition of

! For the purpose of the census, whenever the term “Census day” is used it means Saturday evening and Sunday all day.

2 National Statistics Office News Release Population Statistics (Revisions): 2012-2016 12th February 2018 - Table 17 Maltese population by region
* National Statistics Office News Release Population Statistics (Revisions): 2012-2016 12th February 2018 - Table 12 and Table 17
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estimated Maltese and Foreign Catholics gave an estimate of Catholics residing in Malta on Census
Day.

Canonically, however, there are Catholics who are exempt from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass,
for example children under the age of seven; whilst others may be exempt for various reasonable
causes, most common of which are illness or inability due to old age. There are other Catholics who
were unable to attend Sunday Mass on Census Day because they were temporarily absent from Malta,
for example those travelling overseas for business, work, leisure, hospitalisation or other reasons.

According to an NSO News Release on Population Statistics issued on the 12th February 2018,
covering data on the total population of the Maltese Islands between 2012 and 2016, it is estimated
that the total population in Malta at end 2016 stood at 428,091. This amount comprises both the
number of Maltese and the number of foreigners residing in Malta which amounted to 375,633 and
52,458 respectively.

The results obtained from the Sunday Mass Attendance Survey show that 92% of people residing in
Malta declared that they were Catholic. Moreover, according to a Special Eurobarometer published
by the EU Commission entitled “Discrimination in the EU in 2012, as well as research from various
sources reveal that 30.1% of foreigners residing in Malta declare that they are Catholics. Both these
percentages were used to calculate the number of Maltese Catholics and Foreign Catholics in Malta
separately which amounted to 345,582 and 15,790 respectively. Thus the estimated total number of
Catholics in Malta as at end 2016 stood at 361,372 or 84.4% of the total population in Malta while the
total number of people who are not Catholic was thus estimated to be 66,719 or 15.6%.

In order to arrive to a more precise estimate of the total number of Catholics that were obliged to
attend Mass on Sunday, the categories of people which as was explained above were exempt from
attending Mass was deducted from the total amount of Catholics. Hence on the basis of an NSO News
Release on Population Statistics published on the 12th February 2018, children under the age of 7
and residing in Malta at end 2016 amounted to 29,503 that is 6.89% of the total population in Malta.
Besides this, unpublished data obtained from Mater Dei hospital stated that on Census day 942 or
0.22% of the total population in Malta were hospitalised, while the Sunday Mass Attendance Survey
of 2017 showed that 3% of survey respondents declared that they were too ill to attend Mass. On the
basis of the latter percentage it was estimated that 10,841 people out of the Catholic population were
too ill to attend Mass on Census day. This figure amounts to 2.53% of the total population in Malta.
According to the NSO News Releases* covering regional tourism demand® and outbound tourism, it is
estimated that 1,947 people and 8,718 were either in Gozo or abroad during Census Day. Both figures
amount to 0.45% and 2.04% of the total population in Malta.

Hence, if one adds the percentage of people who are not Catholic, the under 7 year olds, the hospitalised
and housebound and those in Gozo or overseas, one can estimate that 27.72% were not obliged to
attend Sunday Mass. Therefore, a studied weighted estimate of the total Catholic population in Malta
on Census day would amount to 309,421.

Census Attendance

In the Sunday Mass Attendance Census of 2017, a total of 121,384 questionnaire schedules were
collected from 70 parishes which include questionnaires collected in Chaplaincies of Foreign Catholics.
This amount comprises questionnaires which may have been filled by the same person more than
once since attendees were asked to complete a questionnaire at every Mass of the Census weekend,
regardless of whether they had already been to Saturday evening or Sunday Mass. Hence to avoid

4 Published on July 2nd, 2018 and on February 15th 2018
5 NSOs terminology for travelling between Malta, Gozo and Comino
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double counting, the questionnaire’s first question was “ F'dawn il-jumejn, imlejt xi formola bhal din waqt
xi quddiesa?” ¢ A total of 9,521 people, or 7.84% out of a total of 121,384 questionnaires, answered
that they had filled in a similar form. Similar to the methodology utilised in the previous Census, only
the first questionnaire filled in by these attendees was entered in the attendees’ database for analysis,
while the second and third questionnaire filled in by the same attendees were excluded. Thus double
or third counting of the same person was thus avoided. Apart from this, contrary to instructions
given, there were 285 children under 7 years, or 0.23% of 121,384, who filled a questionnaire. Hence
questionnaires filled in by children under the age of 7 years were also excluded from the total amount
of attendees.

Thus the exclusion of the above categories, which amounted to 9,806 questionnaires, from the total
number of Mass attendees, brought the figure of attendees on Census Day to 111,578 attendees.

Catholic Parish Populations

Since the establishment of Local Councils, figures published by NSO distribute the national population
by the boundaries of Locality and not by those of the Parish, and the boundaries of some parishes are
therefore not the same as those of the Locality.

In order to obtain the population of each parish, DISCERN sought the assistance of the NSO to
acquire the total population of each parish. DISCERN, through information taken from the Electoral
Register 2017 and information obtained from the Parish Priests, made a list of all the streets falling
within Parish boundaries. Then the NSO, using its own database, worked out for DISCERN the number
of residents in each Parish.

For accurate estimations of parish populations by gender and age, NSO utilised both the Census of
Population and Housing of 2011 and the population distribution by gender and age as in 2017. Data
was also compared to the Sunday Mass Attendance Census data of 2005 in order to ensure that figures
were comparable with respect to population growth. Itis to be noted that this is an estimation exercise
and relies heavily on the assumption that the distribution of the population by parish has remained
the same since 2011. Also estimations do not take into account internal movements, creation of new
streets and the change in building types in the streets.

Parish populations provided by NSO, were then weighted by DISCERN using the same parameters
which were used with regard to Malta as described in earlier paragraphs. One must note that this
weighting does not take into account differences in parish populations, such as differences in the
number of non-Catholic people, due to lack of information in this regard.

Technical Note

The first task was to formulate the Census questionnaire Schedule. For the purpose of comparison,
the Task Force set up by DISCERN, decided that this schedule should be very similar to that used in
the 2005 Sunday Mass Attendance Census. Hence a first draft was formulated and discussed at length
by both the Task Force and the Board of Directors of DISCERN. When agreement was reached, this
schedule was sent to the Archbishop. This schedule was accepted by all concerned and the original
Maltese version was translated into four major European languages, namely English, Italian, French,
German and Spanish. In order to facilitate a quicker data entry which could then be analysed by SPSS,
it was also decided to print this schedule in a way that it could be read by computer. For this reason
DISCERN invested in a computer programme which could read these schedules.

¢ English version: “Did you fill in a similar form during Mass in the last two days?”. One should note that questionnaires were distributed in different

languages according to the language of the Congregation. Hence, these versions were distributed: English, Italian, German and French.
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The design of the Census schedules was commissioned to Outlook Coop and the printing was
carried out by Copyserv Ltd, which later scanned these schedule in PDF format by Copyserv so that
entries could be verified by Remark Office OMR. At this stage the Task Force formulated and printed
the instructions which were to be given to the Mass celebrants, the Parish Census Coordinators,
Supervisors and Assistant Supervisors. The Parish Priests were asked to choose as many volunteers in
their parish who could be trained for the roles of Coordinators and Supervisors. The Parish Priests took
this commitment seriously, to the extent that some of them had even attended the training sessions.
Their cooperation is to be commended.

Alist of 71 Parish Supervisors and 85 Assistant Supervisors were submitted by the Parish Priests. Several
of them played the same role in the 2005 Census. The Task Force organised a meeting with the Parish
Priests which was held on November 1st, 2017 at the Old Refectory Conference Hall at the Curia,
Floriana. Furthermore, during the first two weeks of November 2017, several training meetings were
held for the parish Supervisors and Assistant Supervisors at the same venue. During these meetings,
Mr Michael Pace Ross gave the Supervisors and Assistant Supervisors a full briefing on the Census
operation and organisation as regards their role in this exercise. Besides this the Coordinators were
asked to appoint a Supervisor for each Church or place of worship within their Parish territory. Besides
these they were also asked to build a team of Enumerators from their Parish. The Supervisors were
basically responsible for all the Census operation at the Parish level. The role of the Supervisors, under
the direction of the Coordinators, was to organise the logistics on Census Day, in the particular Church/
Place of Worship to which they were assigned by the Coordinator. The Supervisors and the Assistant
Supervisors were responsible for the distribution of the questionnaire schedules and pencils during
Mass and to those in the congregation who for one reason or another could not fill in the schedule
themselves. The Supervisors of each Mass were responsible of collecting all the schedules which had
been distributed, count them and put them in an appropriate envelope indicating the parish and the
place where Mass was celebrated, day, time and the name of the celebrant.

In order to avoid the possibility of a particular Mass being ignored a circular was sent individually to
all Diocesan and Religious clergy asking them to inform DISCERN of any special Masses (e.g. Masses
for retreats, seminars, weddings etc.) which they would be celebrating on Census Day. Hence a list
of places (consecrated or otherwise) where Masses were expected to be celebrated on Census Day
was duly drawn up. The number of Masses included in this Census amounts to 985 celebrated in 323
Churches, Chaples, Religious Houses and secular places.

The filling of the Census schedule was to substitute the homily and the celebrant was to read detailed
instructions to be followed by the members of the congregation to help fill the Census schedule
correctly. To facilitate this a Power Point presentation was prepared by DISCERN and was sent to
all parishes. Thus each individual question displayed on a screen so that it would be clear to the
congregation to which question the celebrant was referring. This has proved to be very useful and had
a very positive feedback.

In the days immediately following Census, either the Parish Priests or the Coordinators returned all
schedules (including those which were not distributed) to DISCERN Office, where they were checked
by DISCERN staff in the presence of the person who returned them.

When this operation was over, all filled schedules were scanned by Compuserve Ltd (and both the hard
copy and the soft copy returned to DISCERN Office). Hundreds of replies which were not “read” by the
computer programme were inputed manually by DISCERN's Staff and Volunteers.

The final stage consisted in transferring all this data to the SPSS computer programme and analysed
by the research officers.
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CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS

The following is a list of concepts and definitions used in the Census.

Age

Age as per last birthday

Attendees

People attending Mass anywhere in the Archdiocese of Malta

Attendance rate

The proportion of Mass attendees out of the total weighted Catholic
population

Census Day

The afternoon and evening of 2nd December and the 3rd December 2017

Change in attendance 2005 - 2017

The difference between the amount of Mass attendees in 2005 and 2017

People in employment, include the clergy and members of Religious

Employed
ploy Orders
Married Includes Catholic marriage, civil marriage, and civil union
A person who receives a pension, including
Pensioner

pensioners who are still in employment

Place of birth abroad

For the purpose of this census, refers to any place outside mainland Malta

Per cent residents less than 35 years old

The proportion of parishioners less than 35 years old who attended Mass
out of the total number of parishioners less than 35 years

Per cent residents attending Mass in
another parish

The proportion of parishioners who attended Mass outside of their parish
out of the total number of parishioners who attended Mass.

Post-secondary level of education

Includes education received at institutions of post-secondary education
institutions and vocational post-secondary educational institutions

Primary level of education

Includes both primary level and education received in special schools

Residents

Parishioners residing in a given parish

Residents’ attendance rate

The proportion of parishioners who attended Mass out of the total
weighted Catholic population of the parish

Secondary level of education

Includes education received in secondary level schools and vocational
secondary level schools.

Total population of Malta

Maltese and foreign individuals residing in mainland Malta

Total Catholic population in Malta

Maltese and foreigners residing in mainland Malta who declare that they
are Catholics

Unemployed

Besides those who are unemployed, this concept includes also those
in search of employment and those not in employment due to health
reasons.

Weighted Catholic population

The total number of Catholic which according to Canon Law are obliged
to attend Mass on Sunday and who were present in mainland Malta on
Census Day
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1. MASS ATTENDANCE

In 2017, the number of people who attended Mass on Census day was 111,578, "or 36.1% of the
Catholic population present in mainland Malta and obliged to go to Mass. As Table 1a illustrates,
although a direct comparison with past censuses may not be strictly speaking possible, Mass attendance
has been in constant decline from one Census to another over the past 50 years. Between 2005 and
2017, a twelve-year period, Mass attendance in Malta decreased from 168,721 to 111,578, a decline
of 4,761 people per year. Percentagewise, for the period 2005-2017, Table 1b shows that attendance
decreased by 14.5 percentage points (that is, from 50.6% to 36.1%) and that the number of people
who do not attend Mass has been increasing from one Census to another since the 1960s. Between
1967 and 2017 the rate of change has increased from -0.61% (between 1967 and 1982), to -1.2%,
registered between 2005 and 2017. Census results also reveal that there was a slight decline in the
number of people who mentioned that they have attended Mass on Sunday prior to Census day. As
shown in Table 1c 84.3% who attended Mass on Census day have attended Mass the previous Sunday
too, down from 88.9% recorded in the 2005 Census.

TABLE 1A. ATTENDANCE AT MASS TABLE 1B. CHANGE IN ATTENDANCE LEVELS

OVER PAST 50 YEARS OVER 5 DECADES
Census Year Census Year Change  Rate Change p.a.
1967 198,150 81.9% 1967-1982 -9.2% -0.61%
1982 182,851 72.7% 1982-1995 -11.0% -0.85%
1995 190,926 64.3% 1995-2005 11.1% 1.1%
2005 168,721 50.6% 2005-2017 -14.5% -1.2%
2017 111,578 36.1%

1 This figure excludes children under 7 years who were present for Mass.

FIGURE 1. PROJECTED ATTENDANCE FROM 1967 TO 2050
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TABLE 1C. ATTENDANCE AT MASS ON SUNDAY PRIOR TO CENSUS DAY ?2

Attended Mass Last Sunday 2005 2017

Yes 150,056  88.9% 94,248  84.3%
No 15,876 9.4% 13,501  12.1%
Non respondents 2,639 1.6% 4114 3.7%
Total 168,721 100.0% 111,863 100.0%

.
2. THE AGE OF MASS ATTENDEES

More than half of the Mass attendees were at least 50 years old or more (57.8%). Figures show that
on the whole attendees are an ageing population. Table 2a shows that, in 2017, the number of those
in the age-cohort 7 to 49 years old who attended Mass on Census day was less than attendees in
2005; inversely, in 2017, the number of those in the age cohort 50 years and over was greater than the
number of attendees in 2005.

Table 2b shows in percentage terms the attendance of different age cohorts in 2005 and 2017. A
drop in Mass attendance was registered across all age groups, with the exception of people aged
65 and over. The highest decrease was registered amongst people aged 49 or less, where, in 2017,
on average, 21 percentage points or less people attended Mass on Sunday than in 2005. Lower
differences were recorded for people aged between 50 and 64 (-15 percentage points) and 65 and 79
(-2.7 percentage points).

TABLE 2A. MASS ATTENDANCE BY AGE IN 2005 AND 2017 3
Age Last Birthday*

2005 2017
0-6 367 0.2% | 0-6 285 0.3%
7-14 23,500 13.9% | 7-14 9,351 8.4%
15-24 19,135 11.3% | 15-24 6,721 6.0%
25-34 8,255 7.4%
25-49 51,271 30.4%
35-49 18,249 16.3%
50-64 41,359 24.5% | 50-64 27,520 24.6%
65-79 24,650 14.6% | 65-79 30,045 26.9%
80+ 4,977 29% | 80+ 7,010 6.3%
Non respondents 3,462 2.1% Non respondents 4,427 4.0%
Total 168,721 100.0% | Total 111,863 100.0%

* 2017 age cohorts were modified to better illustrate attendance by age.

2 Note: In this report reference to Sunday Mass includes Mass held on Saturday evening. From this Table onwards the total number of attendees in 2017
includes children below seven years who had a form filled on their behalf. The number of children below seven years am